
GCSE Media Studies 
Paper 1 Revision

What's assessed

Section A will focus on Media Language and Media Representations. 
Questions in this section can test any two of the following forms:
• magazines
• advertising and marketing
• newspapers
• online, social and participatory media and video games.

Section B will focus on Media Industries and Media Audiences. Questions in 
this section can test any two of the following forms:
• radio
• music video
• newspapers
• online, social and participatory media and video games
• film (industries only).

How it's assessed

•Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
•84 marks
•35% of GCSE

Questions

•A range of questions relating to an unseen source and Close Study Products.
•An extended response question (20 marks).

Monday 13th May 2024 - 1pm





La
b

el th
e co

d
es a

n
d

 co
n

ven
tio

n
s u

sed
 o

n
 th

ese fro
n

t co
vers. W

h
a

t d
o

 th
ey d

en
o

te/ co
n

n
o

te?
C

o
n

sid
er th

e m
ea

n
in

g b
ein

g crea
ted

 in
 th

e d
esign

 a
n

d
 la

yo
u

t a
s w

ell a
s in

 th
e rep

resen
ta

tio
n

 o
f p

eo
p

le a
n

d
 sto

ries.



Magazines

Ensure you are able to answer each of these questions to secure your knowledge of the 
Magazine CSPs.

Magazines can also be an unseen element of Paper 1. 

Media Language:

1. How does the deliberate choice of each of the following convey meaning to the 
audience: design and layout, typography, use of colour, and language? Consider the 
relationships between these elements in creating a specific meaning.

2. How have points of view and aspects of reality been portrayed?

3. How do these elements conform or reject the conventions of the magazine cover 
genre?

4. How is media language used to target and address a specific audience?

5. How are narrative devices used to tempt prospective buyers to delve further into the 
magazine? How has enigma been used to create audience appeal?

Media Representations:

1. How have the producers of Tatler chosen to represent the individuals, groups, places, 
issues and ideas they have selected?

2. Who has been represented, how and why?

3. How have stereotypes been used or challenged?

4. How do audiences interpret the representations on the cover of Tatler and how are 
these interpretations influenced by the identity of the reader?

Social and Cultural Contexts

1. Compare the front covers of Heat and Tatler.

• What issues do they prefer to deal with? 

• What are the values and beliefs implied by the choice and the presentation of contents 
that is illustrated by the front cover?
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Advertising



1. Explain how intertextuality is used in the Galaxy Advert CSP. How is it effective?
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Write down how each of these stills align to the advert’s message.

Consider:
• Who is in the shot
• What are they doing
• Where are they

The connotations of that shot – how does it link to the main message of the advert?
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………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………
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Positive representation – fill in the blanks

Throughout media historically, _______________ communities have been 
portrayed poorly, often falling into familiar ____________ (nerdy Asian, Black 
gang member) or _____________ . In contrast the Represent advert chooses 
to represent the vast ___________ amongst these communities, in both 
professions and in ____________. 

The overall representation is that Black and Asian people are a hugely 
important part of the ___________  at all levels (art, politics, business, 
medicine). This ____________ representation is a powerful way to suggest 
that the Black and Asian community should also be well represented in 
__________________________. 

Black and Asian 

stereotypes underrepresented

diversity

demographics culture

positive blood donations

Conventions of a rap 
music video

How are they used in the advert?

NHS Blood Donation: Represent

Section A        Language | Representation
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What are the similarities and differences between the newspaper in terms of the 
design/ layout AND representation? Consider why there are these similarities/ 
differences.

Describe the convention 
and whether it is a 
similarity or difference

What meaning does this 
convey?

Why does the 
newspaper design this 
element in this way? The 
purpose?

Section A        Language | Representation

Representation:
How are age, ethnicity, gender and social class represented in both 
newspapers? 



Section A – Language and 
Representations 
Online and Participatory Media 



Section B – Audiences and 
Industry
Radio



Section B – Audiences and 
Industry
music video



Section B – Audiences and 
Industry
newspapers



Section B – Audiences and 
Industry
Online and Participatory



Section B – Audiences and 
Industry
Film


	Slide 1: GCSE Media Studies Paper 1 Revision
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Magazines
	Slide 5: Advertising
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: What are the similarities and differences between the newspaper in terms of the design/ layout AND representation? Consider why there are these similarities/ differences.
	Slide 15: Section A – Language and Representations  Online and Participatory Media 
	Slide 16: Section B – Audiences and Industry Radio
	Slide 17: Section B – Audiences and Industry music video
	Slide 18: Section B – Audiences and Industry newspapers
	Slide 19: Section B – Audiences and Industry Online and Participatory
	Slide 20: Section B – Audiences and Industry Film

